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by Roaesiany REED

vents arent successful on
their own, Someone has o
do the hard work of getting
the event publicity in the
newspapers and on televi-
sion. Thart'’s the job of Jim Byers,
wha lives om 37eh Plice, SE in Ward 75 Faer Dullon
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Frigman bives of his By, warsed e

Mdver lving in che Filleresr arca for aver six veurs,
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imparant far peinple thrm.l'u]‘ulul. thie regRan o e pe-
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Byers’ casee swina tos 2 clean., aivy 'Mad-Cempury Misd
ern look, maixing 19508 and comemparary furminre
I bownad my vincage bareel chain and foar larnps ai
Baseern Markze, and the new nla‘lll.lj_;un. anid learbser
bench ar Yawu on 14th Sceeer. | am iming mellmw
greens im the living raom, Ralph Lauren’s Willow
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Hedge, and Oadands Gold Buff from
Lowe’s, It was nice to start fresh with a
‘new’ house. 1've added a new roof, a
new air conditioning and heating sys-
tem, and a new bathroom that my fa-
ther helped install. I am working on
decorating my full basement. | am al-
most gernng there,”

Beyond the paint and furniture, the
interior of the house is decorated with
diverse touches, from bold contempo:-
rary artwork o classic |1|'mu.|1,-.|;1|1|h. 'he
SLCCCHS nftiw d'c*.lgu rul]-:m. H"r'!.'r'-i LW
intensely varted inerests.

Byers has worked as Macketing Di-
rector for Arlington Culwural Afkairs Di-
vision since 1996, where he provides
m.ukuung assistance lor over 30 the
Arrc, ||nni.|_ .Illd tl.l“LL‘ I.HHJI.HI.I“UI'IS
supported through Arlington County's

‘Arts Incubator.' The Arts Incubaror is

the first ares program ever o win Har

CONNOISSCUr Was I'.‘ﬂ."Cd “a rare creative

gem on local airwaves” by Washington
Post radio critic and columnist Marc
Fisher. He is one of several national au-
thorities interviewed for the fall, 2005
BET cable TV documentary on jazz,
yisos Latinos: a Mambo-mentary.

Byers also enjoys and studies other
mid-century pupuiar music genres. In
ur"unnb music, he ran across the sto-
ry of vocalist Joyce Bryant, America’s
first dark-skinned African-American
love goddess, known in the early 19505
for her five-octave voice, metallic silver
hair and skin-tight gowns. Byers first
began work on a documentary film
about Joyce Bryant, bur found it im-
possible to find vintage film clips. He
is now focusing on a book as author-
ized biographer for Bryant, “Bryant is
especially powerful because it speaks o
OUr capacity to re-invent ourselves. She
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