Church Street Block Reborn - The IntownerMarch 2006 - by Rosemary Reed-Miller

Chckﬂmunktn “Visit Our Advertisers™ at www.intowner.com

= Thelilowner =

e U983 - Sorving Wishizston ILD s laiewn Neighberhoods

An Adams Morgan Essay
Four O’clock in the AM.

Fri.. June 10, 2005: Part 2 of Five
By Rafael E. Valero

t ams out it was Haji, the minan owner

of Chlee, whe led the three of us Yo ous
first table. Amanda Consovoy and Rachael
Sowray. ahead of me. were cooing and
abbhing and king in the [15th Street
restausant’s ambiance as we crossed the
dance floor. With 2 wave of his hand. the
owner gestured u our seats tucked between
the main bar and bnck wall stairs, and then
he disuppeared. Just like that, veula’

Magc. Sort of

I watched Hap, a thin man dressed
all in white. meander back through bhns
restaumnt unbzed by the huss all around
him. Chmpsed in the disco hat hghts, |
saw he had a humble face with a ouch of
mbellect At the bime, | wast sure who he
was. He remuinded me of a captam at ease
with hs ship or hke 3 mantermnce man
in hus boaler room. The two are not really
w different, except thut one sees from the
bottom of the authonty chain and the other
from the fop.

ft's 10:23 pm.

Church Street Block
“Reborn™ With a New
Urban Look and Feel

By Rosemary E. Reed Miller®

hurch Street 5 alve with new resi-

dential and commercial spint The
community people who worked so hard
to convince Whele Foods, then known as
fresh Fields, to locate in the 1400 block of
P Street must be pleased.

conde lofts (note that the onginal sign has been
presersed s and bevond that & vet another new
ihe swnth ude of this bock & likewie lned
withy new resacbental bu-ldmg\‘ alithough there
m oo reted vet. Unly 2 &w parcels at the westemn
em! oA the block are maubing redevelopment or
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From p. 1

shop.

Homeowners looking for occasional
chests, wardrobes, and entrance tables will
find 19th century pieces in walnut and
elm. Prices range from $250 to $2, Sl‘.]ﬂ

“I've found a good suppljr of Quing Dynas
camphor wood, hand-carved camphor wmd
shutters which can either go on lh-: wall, or
be used as dividers.”

She has a nice collection of the miniature
bamboo plants in glass or ceramic vases.
Hessler also has older straw baskets from
Burma and boxes from Thailand. Her staff
assistant, Jordan McLeish said she .. “came
in two years ago and [ was so mtﬂgp.wd that 1
spent over two hours in the shop. 1 couldn’t
leave and convinced Kimberly to let me join

her in the shop. My next venture is to get to
China. The more you look, the more you
see, and the more you leam,”

Over the years, Kimberly has dealt with all
kinds of interesting customers. “Everyone is
special to me, but 1 must admit that | was
most pleased to meet and sell to David
Wang, who I met through my work with
the Asia Society. He wrote the musical M
Butterfly. He bought some of my shutters.”

The personable Yusuf Baptiste, a DC
native, who graduated from the elite, col-
lege-prep Banneker High School, opened
Nimbus last year. “Banncker gears you for
critical thinking. I went first to Malacaster
University in Minnesota for political sci-
ence studies. Trying to finance my college
courses made me stop my university career,
and | returned to DC to work with a con-
struction firm and to leam graphic design.
Both skills have helped me in building and

designing Nimbus, | did mest of the con-
struction work in the shop.” He continued,
“I gave my architect my concept drawings,
and he tweaked them. I executed the plans.
| worked two jobs night and day to pay for
the costs, It took me about six months_to
finish.”

After retumning to DC, Yusuf trained at
the Graham Webb International School of
Hairdressing in Arlington. He's worked for
the hair salons Molecule on 19th Street
and Daniels on M Street. “Everything I did,
and everyone | worked for, and everywhere
I studied has influenced my work,” Yusuf
said.

Nimbus is a clean, modem-looking white-
bright and glass building. He joins the other
three shops in keeping the overhead, pull-up
door car repair shop fagade. He combines
clean, sculpted wood chairs from the Cite
d'lvoire with sleek industrial chairs. Yusuf

said, "The elements blend and inspire me
and my customers. | was looking for ealm, |
wis looking for a hair salon with a ‘lmu?'
feeling where people are comfortable and at
ease. However, my bar-lounge’s drink is just
healthy water. le in the neighborhood
have responded well. I like to put a smile
on their faces. It's a great place to be. I can
do all sorts of hair for all sorts of ages, body
types, and styles.”

Karin Miller, a Nimbus customer who was
on her way to a New York meeting, thinks
that..."the shop reflects Yusuf’s esthetic, his
]:cmnnllly. and the talent he' s leamed from

is former salon experiences.”

Future Green almost explains itself. The
original owners, Lisa and Swee Sim, who
opened the first store in Wisconsin, wanted
to put under one roof “fair trade” items. The
concept of “fair trade™ means that most of

Cont., CHURCH STREET, p. 10
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know triuch about vam, so vanous cusiom-

CHURCH STREET ers said they would help by suggestng the
T npes and fibers which thes would waork
with. I didn’t know it, but there are vanous

i the farmsaround here w hich sell naturally dyed

the monev from the customer goes a
sroducer. Future Green also buvs trom co- wools

ops based in Africa, Bangladesh, Cambodia,

Future Green also sponsors Thursday eve-
amg Flun Gong ses-
sionsat 7 p.m. “Falun
Cong 15 an ancrent
I".rcf_E{!a-‘u.-n concept
which was revived
in 19627 There arc
about 62 million
around the
world who prachce
Falun Cone. The
Chinese govermment

has tried lo suppress

people

it for vears, but Keith
appreciales ils spire
tuality and it ideas
of p?::m:u] and men-
tal amity. “Tts a way
of looking at life. It
fits Future Green's
concepl of 2 healthy
mind and healthy
environment”

In the rear of the
store there is a sec-
tion of wood-framed
laterior of the Dragonfly shop reveals the effective use of the huge former beds which are
garage space. “ote the orignal concrete floor and the airducts left exposed. meant to give Eup—

port and comiort
Nepal, and Serbia Keith rcrrlu-{w:htrt~d. “Ome guy came in tnd

Thev bought recycled or orgamic materi- said he had to have one ﬂ%hf awa) He --i’-d
als for &Ioththg, accessonies or jewelry, or for read about the hrrd_m bed we had and he
household use. and they sold world music needed a good night's sleep. He meant nght
from small producers. Keaith Ware
and his wife were frends of the
Sims and felt Washington, DC was
readv for 2 Future Green concept
dore. “We're from DC. We have
chuldsesn. here. we - beleve an-the -
future and we knew of Church
Street emerging as a possible home
or apartment owners' area.” Ware
eiid. His wife Donna and Coun
Pearman staff the brightly-colored
-:Imp “We sell and we tried out all
our products as we were building
the space out The floors are of
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